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Module V.1b | Ancient India | Vocabulary Tasks

	Part I: Vocabulary Definitions 

	



Option 2: If you do not want to create flashcards using Quizlet.com, you can add the definitions for each term in the table below.  You do not need to create flashcards and type the definitions below. 
	1. Himalayas 
	The, a mountain range extending about 1500 miles (2400 km) along the border between India and Tibet. Highest peak, Mt. Everest, 29,028 feet (8848 meters).

	2. Hindu Kush
	A mountain range in S Asia, mostly in NE Afghanistan, extending W from the Himalayas. Highest peak, Tirich Mir, 25,230 feet (7690 meters).

	3. Harappa
	A Bronze Age culture that flourished in the Indus valley.

	4. Mohenjo-Daro
	An archaeological site in Pakistan, near the Indus River: six successive ancient cities were built here.

	5. Indus River
	A river in S Asia, flowing from W Tibet through Kashmir and Pakistan to the Arabian Sea. 1900 miles (3060 km) long.

	6. Ganges River
	A river flowing SE from the Himalayas in N India into the Bay of Bengal: sacred to Hindus. 1550 miles (2495 km) long.

	7. Indo-Aryans
	A member of a people of India who are Indo-European in speech and Caucasoid in physical characteristics.

	8. Caste
	any class or group of society sharing common cultural features: 

	9. Asoka
	Strong ancient emperor who died 232 b.c., Buddhist king in India 269?–232? b.c

	10. Karma
	Hinduism, Buddhism action, seen as bringing upon oneself inevitable results, good or bad, either in this life or in a reincarnation: in Hinduism one of the means of reaching Brahman.

	11. Upanishads
	Any of a class of speculative prose treatises composed between the 8th and 6th centuries b.c. and first written a.d. c1300: they represent a philosophical development beyond the Vedas, having as their principal message the unity of Brahman and Atman.

	12. Vedas
	Also called Samhita. each of these four books.

	13. Reincarnation
	The belief that the soul, upon death of the body, comes back to earth in another body or form.

	14. Four Noble Truths
	The doctrines of Buddha: all life is suffering, the cause of suffering is ignorant desire, this desire can be destroyed, and the means to this is the Eightfold Path.

	15. Eightfold Path
	The eight pursuits of one seeking enlightenment, comprising right understanding, motives, speech, action, means of livelihood, effort, intellectual activity, and contemplation.

	16. Siddhartha Gautama
	Any of a series of teachers in Buddhism, of whom Gautama was the last, who bring enlightenment and wisdom.




Part II: Writing Prompt 
You are a historical travel agent and must plan a trip to India that provides your guests with an overview of the early settlements through the Gupta Empire.  Explain how you would use the 16 terms above to provide an overview of the early history of India.
· Please bold or color-code your vocabulary words.

	 The ancient India was dominated with physical features such as the Hindu Kush and Himalayas mountains and the Indus river and Ganges river. These features played an important role in the early agriculture and security of Indians. The Mohenjo-Daro is an interesting site to visit as it hosts four of the ancient cities. 
Another attraction is the Harappa, which is the bronze age culture of the Indus valley. The Buddhism religion is an interesting topic to learn as it teaches on the Eightfold Path, Four Noble Truths and the Reincarnation of the human soul after death. Teachers called Siddhartha Gautama, whose artifacts are preserved in the archives, taught the Buddhism religion.  The Vedas are four books used in the ancient religion, which need a consideration. The carvings of the powerful Asoka emperor together with the Caste groupings and their responsibilities are documented to preserve history. The Indo-Aryan culture is also interesting as they came up with Buddhism and introduced Karma to early India. The Upanishads treaties are also available to show the development of literature in the ancient India. The writings came after the Vedas books. 
 
 






